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Part of being a 21st century citizen is experiencing the polarization and the divisive-
ness of the world, especially across the digital spaces. Today, more than ever before, 
we live in a fluid media environment that is characterized by the speed of information 
production, share, as well as the lack (or inability) of information verifiability. Informa-
tion is available with unprecedented amounts at a fingertip. Most of today’s informati-
on, especially news, finds us through an armada of digital services. The purpose of 
this presentation is to share with the audience our findings from a qualitative questi-
onnaire on news literacy we administered to 268 pre-service teachers from Algeria 
and the USA. The findings illustrate the pre-service teachers’ opinions on news and 
information load they face daily through social media. Also, the findings showed the 
teachers’ positions towards the way news is diffused on social media and how they 
go about verifying it.  
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